Ailing son, |

Tim Slominski’s day starts at 4,80
m. with his morning ritual, a suilen
sedom of yoga, Uai chi, meditation
i writing poetry.
For a brief window at the erack of
yw, the Niagara-on-the-Lake resi-
it is more than a hus and fa-
er of two small childref, mere than
nurseryman. Alonge with his
oughts, hie's an auth{

“1 dun"t ust write poetry at that
ne,” said Slomirski, who has been
wsen as a finalist in the CBC Literary
wards [or two consecutive years for
ems inspired by his sun Jake.

“P'll play with different combina-
ans of those activities but I do treat

riting in the same way, as part of my
tual space. I approach it somewhat
editatively. It's not a meditation in
self, but it is apprn-ached with the
ime sort t‘.:f
His winping entry will be featured
n CBC Eaf]m One April 1 at 2:30
. on Between the Covers during
ichardson’s Roundup and again at
140 pgn.
The 4@-year-old native of Montreal
also the featured author at World of

Slominskl's poetry can be heard
BC Radio One on April 1 and at
dWorld of Words Passport Reading
jes in St. Catharines on April 4.

stirtt proto by Leonard LEP&ES

|

ds Passport Reading Series April
30 p.. at the Old Courthousz
in dewntown St. Catharines.

inski's 11-vear-old son Jake
iagnosed with Duchennes mus-
strophy (sutferars will lose the
ability to wall, the ability to perform

most tasks and have a life expectancy
farshorter than normal).

“It's nat a good thing to have,” he
said, his voice trailing o

In his poetry, Slmnmskl is more ver-
bose. An ongoing series of poems of-
fer slice-pf-life vignettes about how
Jake makes his way through the world
told from rhe perspective of a loving
father whose spirits soar and crash
with each small victory and cruel set-
back.

Writng abour a play-day, where the
contrast of physical ability between
Jake and other kids his age was im-
possible o overlook, Slominski offers
the following: “My boy's body/moves
like a martoneite/made of bricks. No
one listens/as ears move too fast/and
away. His wnrd.s/ﬁ:rﬂ agmnst the Plexi-
glas crownd fim,”

The “Jake poems,” as Slominslki
calls them, are just one of four themes
which emerge during those early
morning sessions. Other poetic
threads involve other family matters,
nature poems and more spiritual mus-
ings. (“They are odd poems,” he ex-
plains of the last lot. “T'm not sure
where these came from.")

The four concerns are featured in

his first book, The Wind Iz a Tall Man
Striding, which was published in 2000
by Watershed Books, and carry on to
a new manuscript making the rounds
with publishers across the country.

] sense I'm doing different things
with that same marerial,” he said. *T
imagine I might come to the point
where I've exhausted the possibilities
or repeated myself 50 often that 'l
just let it drop,”

At next week's reading, Slominski'
will foeus on the CBC Award poems,
which will be presented with new po-
ems from the manuscript and some
selections from his first book. The
award poems have also been collected
into The Light Load, a pamphlet
which will be on sale that night,

Slominski’s poetry reads like a voy-
age of discovery about the natural
world or human relationships. Big
questions answered in baby steps.

“I'm often just as surprised by what
shows up on the page as everyone
else,” he said. “[ used to write poetry
that was somewhar figured out in my
head before it showed up to the

“In the last five years, I've discov-
ered an entirely different way of ap-
proaching it. 'm much fresher o the

-

prowdes inspiration for Niagara poet

page. [ have a little more confidence
in my ability to pull out the poems
that an: stored in my body.

§ me out there in
the wurld 1 won't feel as panicked
about getl:iﬂg that down on the page
right away. Il let it stay in my body —
it mizght stay a couple of weeks —
then, all of a sudden, one morning it
just starts to fill in on the page.”

The ‘main point of poetry, he said, is
to communicate, His own poetry seeks
to communicate n an imaginative way
which blurs fiction and reality,

“There's something about the kind
of musicality that comes out in con-
densing an experience (in poetry).
There's a lot more playfulness just in
word choices and the kind of jarring
of the senses. I like reading and writ-
ing poetry, It's m!.r r:husanf.'raft

WHAT: The World of Words Pass-
port Reading Series presents Jim
Slominski

WHERE: Old Courthouse, 101 King
St., Second Floor, 5t. Catharines

WHEN: April 4 at 7:30 p.m.; Ad-
mission $4 members, $5 general ad-
mission

CALL; 905-684-3737



